
 

 

The Pastor’s Pen     
 

Welcome to November!  
 

“This year has flown by, but it seems like we say that every year around this time. I 
hope you are all enjoying the fall colors and cooler weather.  Schools are in full 
swing, the Christmas decorations are on store shelves, and our thoughts are slowly 
shifting to the holidays.   
 

As we begin to focus on Thanksgiving and all the wonderful food that comes with it, 
let’s not forget to spend time thinking about and being thankful for all the wonderful blessings God has be-
stowed upon us.   
 

As you read that last sentence, I’m sure that several things just popped into your mind. The list of God’s 
blessings is too vast to number, but I’m sure you have your top 10.   
 

While God’s blessings are too great to count, we must ask ourselves if it is enough to be just thankful for 
God’s blessings?  Shouldn’t we also be satisfied with that which he has given us?  Remember in Exodus 
when the Israelites were freed from slavery.  Did they soon not start complaining?  They were not satisfied or 
content. They forgot the blessing of their freedom and began complaining again about the abundance of food 
they had left behind. In our personal lives, have we not been thankful for the job we have, only to complain 
that the person who was just hired is making the same salary as we are? Are we not content with our car, only 
until our neighbor buys a newer model? You see, there is a difference between being thankful and being satis-
fied. 
 

I think God’s answer to this can be best illustrated in the parable of the landowner and the workers found in 
Matthew 20:1-16.  While there are several lessons that can be learned in this simple story, lets focus on the 
end of it and that which God has given us. 
 

In summary, the landowner goes to town to find workers for his vineyard. He agrees to pay the workers a fair 
wage of one denarius for the day. Then they head off to work happy with the promise of payment.  Later in 
the day, the landowner goes back to town and hires more workers for a fair wage. Finally, as the sun is set-
ting, he goes back again to town to hire workers to work in the field for the last hour of daylight.  Again, he 
agrees to pay them a fair wage.  
 

After the work is completed, the landowner paid the ones he hired last a single denarius for the hour they 
worked. Those who were hired first must have been so excited seeing that those who only worked for one 
hour got paid one denarius.  When it was their turn to get paid, they received one denarius as well. They were 
outraged that they worked longer and received the same pay as those who only worked an hour. You see, 
those who worked all day were happy with what they were promised until they saw what others were getting.  
While they were, at one time, thankful for the promised payment, they were not satisfied with it at the end of 
the day.  Such is often our thoughts with God’s blessings.  We can be thankful at first but become less satis-
fied when we see the blessings of others. We must ask ourselves, “Is God’s blessings not enough for us?”  It 
is right that we give thanks for God’s gifts to us. However, this holiday season let’s not forget that we should 
always be thankful for His blessings while remaining satisfied with them as well.  
 

As a congregation, let’s focus on the blessing of being a part of a strong church family. We should not lose 
sight of all those things God has given us nor lose focus of our mission to bring others to Christ as we search 
and pray for a new pastor. Let us remember to be satisfied always with God’s grace, for it is enough.  
 

Happy Satisfied-giving to all! 
Dennis Wood 
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November Ushers:  Becky Kalnen, Ted Kalnen, 
Irma Geib, Martha Faircloth 
November Liturgists:  11/2 Dru Farrar;  
11/9 Mike Coleman; 11/16 Tom Hebert; 
11/23 Fritz Rohde; 11/30 Scottie Coleman 
 
2025 Committees   
 

Clerk of Session:  Deidre Wood  
Worship – Freyja Lawson, Chair,  
Elder Liaison 
Strengthening the Church – Sue Stott, Chair, 
Brenda Locklear, Elder Liaison 
Finance – Paul Albritton  
Deidre Wood, Elder Liaison 
Property  -  Chair, Mike Edge,  
Elder Liaison, Dan Southerland 
Christian Education — Chair, Cristy Bain,  
Elder Laison, Gary Galloway 
Mission & Service—Becky Kalnen, Chair,  
Tom Hebert, Elder Liaison. 
Children, Youth & Family Events:  
Marilyn Lobough, Chair,  
Nate Bluhm, Elder Liaison 
Minister:   TBA 
Secretary:   Fran King, 910-515-6484,  
email: windermere@bizec.rr.com 
Music Director:   Candace Williams, 791-5966,  
email: towerkat_n_mouse@yahoo.com 
Pre-School Director:   Cristy Bain 791-8290 
email: windpreschool@att.net, 791-8290 
Nursery:   Donna Kaiser, 910-622-4237  
 

 

Identity Statement:   

The mission of Windermere Presbyterian 
Church is to mutually nurture, support and en-
courage one another toward spiritual maturity 
while reaching out to the community in re-
sponse to God’s gift of His Son, Jesus Christ, 
for the salvation of the world. 

Mission Statement:   

Windermere is committed to making disciples 
who make disciples, and planting churches that 
plant churches. 

For a complete listing of the missionaries and 
missions that Windermere supports, go to the 
church’s website, www.windermerepres.org.  On 
the menu line, click on “More” and then Missions 
and Service. Newsletters from our missionaries are 
also posted keeping us apprised of the work they are 
doing locally and globally. 

 PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  
 

 Just an update…..34 Prayer Shawls and Lap Robes 
have been blessed by Dr. Tom Murray on Sunday, 
October 26th.  There were also over 400 mini prayer cloths 
made by Kay Anson for the Veterans on Veteran’s Day.  Al-
so mini prayer cloths for new members and visitors to our 
church. 
Zimmer Cancer Center received another donation of lap 
robes and shawls on October 17th.  They are always happy to 
have our shawls to give to their patients.   

If you are the last one to leave the 

church, PLEASE make sure all lights 

are off and all  doors are locked!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FALL FAMILY CAMP, NOVEMBER 14-16 
 
Looking to unplug and reconnect? Family Camp is the ulti-
mate reset button. Zipline, make crafts, sing songs, roast 
marshmallows, and snuggle up by the campfire. Whether 
you choose a cozy Cabin Stay, a classic Tent Stay, or just 
a Single Day of Activities (11/15) — this weekend is all 
about making family memories that last a lifetime. 

http://www.windermerepres.org


 

 

Mission & Service News  
 
 

Many thanks to everyone for all the items collected this 
year for Operation Christmas Child!  There will 
be a Packing Party on November 9 at 5:00 to as-
semble the items into shoeboxes.  All youth are 
invited to attend and adults too!  We’ll celebrate 

with pizza afterwards. 
 

In 2024, 11.9 million boxes were collected from 11 nations 
with 10.5 million from the US.  The boxes were delivered 
to over 100 countries.  To learn more about the impact of 
children receiving a box, go to samaritanspurse.org/occ-
latest. 
 

Mark your calendars!  December 7 
will be the Joy Gift Potluck Lunch 
followed by a Christmas Program by 
the Windermere children and youth.  
 

Wednesday Men’s Bible Study: 
 

Interested in joining the Windermere Men’s Bible 
Study?  We would love to have you.  It’s exciting, 
it’s encouraging, it’s small.  Not to oversell it, but 
this might be the greatest Men’s Bible study since 
Jesus’ studies with His disciples.  We starting a new 
study, reading the book The Pursuit of God by A.W. 
Tozer.  Written in 1948 it is every bit as fresh and 
applicable today it was when Tozer penned 
it.   Please consider joining this study.  The group 
meets on Wednesday mornings at 10:00 in the Laura 
Coley room. 

 Jill Casey Memorial Library                                                                                                                                  

 
At some point in our lives, we won-
der what God’s will is for our lives. 
But there are some things we don’t 
need to wonder about because God 
has made it very clear in his Word.                            
I Thessalonians 5:18 says, “In eve-

rything give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus concerning you.” Easy? Not always, but even when 
it’s not easy, do it as a way of keeping your focus on God 
and not your circumstance. In The Hiding Place, Corrie 
Ten Boom recalls the horrible state of the concentration 
camp at Ravensbrück, where the barracks were over-
crowded and infested with fleas. Corrie’s sister Betsy 
wanted them to give thanks for all the living conditions. 
At first Corrie could not be thankful for the fleas, but over 
time they realized that the guards avoided their barracks 
because of the fleas! They could hold Bible studies and 
prayer meetings openly with no problems from the guard. 
  
“Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his love endures forever.” Psalm 106:1 
 

                                             Marilyn Lobough, Librarian 
  

 Preschool News 

Happy November 
 
 

"Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
give Thanks in all circumstances;  
for this is the will of God."    
(1 Thessalonians 5:8) 
 
    The season of Thanksgiving is upon us and we give 
Thanks! I am thankful for cool weather, smiling faces 
each morning, awesome families, amazing teachers, and 
a church that supports the mission of our preschool.  
 

     The month of November brings Veterans Day, which 
reminds us to be thankful for the men and women who 
have sacrificed so much for our freedom. 
 

     This month our weekly themes are Families, Nutri-
tion, and Thanksgiving. Our community helper is a chef, 
and the fruit of the spirit is Peace.  
 

The preschool will have a Thanksgiving feast on 
Wednesday, November 19th in the fellowship hall at 
11:30.  
 

      Please visit our hallways and help us find our  
Thanksgiving Turkeys!! 
 

     Blessings and Peace to all for a Happy November. 
 
 

                         Cristy Bain (Leader of Tiny Humans) 

 

     I want to thank you for the sympathy 
cards  that were sent after my wife Kathy's 
passing in July. Reading each card brought 
great comfort knowing that you cared and 

reached out to me. Thank you for the prayers of 
comfort. I'll always be grateful for your kindness. 
 

Sincerely, Bob Mullen 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
PACKING PARTY 

 
November 9, 2025 – 4:00 p.m. 

All Youth are invited to attend. 
Pizza will be served after boxes are packed. 

Dear Windermere Family, 
 

I would like to express my appreciation and thanks 
for the many prayers, thoughts and memories shared, 
to the many who went out of their way 
to support us as our family grieves the 
loss of Clark. 
 

Sincerely, Carol Pearson     



 

 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY 
 

We are praying for God to lead one 
or more of you within the congrega-
tion to help with the youth ministry.   
 

They meet Sunday nights from 5:45
-7:30, although that is flexible.  We 
have temporarily suspended the 
Sunday night youth group meetings 
until God provides the volunteers 
we need to carry on the ministry. 
Kayla has provided an extensive 
overview of what she has done this 
past year, including Bible Studies, 
Monthly Themed Nights, Regular 
Weekly Games and much more.  
 

It is a ministry that we really want to 
keep providing for our youth. If you 
are uncomfortable with the teaching 
aspect, we have lots of options we 
can discuss. Please see Gary Gallo-
way, or sign the sheet in the narthex 
if you can help in any way. 
 

The Christian Education  
Committee  

MUSIC MINISTRY NOVEMBER 2025 
Candace Williams, Music Director 
 
 

HYMN SURVEY TIME! 
  Our last congregational hymn survey was in the fall of 
2019.  In these past six years our congregation has grown 
and quite a few changes have taken place.  Let's have some 
fun and have a new SURVEY 2025!   
 

Our last survey results from 2019 are as follows: 
We had a total of 32 responders, listing a total of 52 different 
hymns. 
#1 with 6 votes is Amazing Grace! 
#2 with 4 votes each are the following ties: 
In the Garden 
It Is Well With My Soul 
Just a Closer Walk With Thee 
The Old Rugged Cross 
 

#3 with 3 votes each are the following ties: 
And Can It Be 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
Here I Am, Lord 
Just As I Am 
Lord of the Dance 
Receiving 2 votes each were: 
All Creatures of Our God and King 
Because He Lives 
Be Thou My Vision                       continued next column 

Continued 
 

Blessed Assurance 
Fairest Lord Jesus 
Hallelujah! What a Savior 
Holy, Holy, Holy! 
How Great Thou Art 
Lord, I Want to Be a Christian 
O Holy Night 
Rock of Ages 
To God Be the Glory 
When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder 
 

What are your favorite hymns this year? 
Forms are available in the Narthex. 

 

ADVENT CANTATA Reminder: 
 "An American Service of Lessons and Carols" 

Windermere Choir and Orchestra 
Sunday, December 14, 2025; 10:00 a.m. 

 



 

 

Our October Family Night was a wonderful evening of 
food, fun, and fellowship. The meal, provided 
by STC and Smithfield’s Chicken and Bar-B-Q, was a big 
hit with everyone! After enjoying dinner together, we 
played several lively rounds of Bingo. A special thank-you 
to Tom Murray, our Bingo caller, for keeping the games 
running smoothly. 
 

L O O K I N G  A H E A D    
N O V E M B E R  F A M I L Y  N I G H T  

 

Mark your calendars for our next Family Night on Wednes-
day, November 12, at 5:30 p.m. This will be a potluck din-
ner, and the STC will provide turkey, dressing, gravy, rolls, 
cranberry sauce, and beverages. Everyone is encouraged to 
bring a favorite side dish or dessert to share with our church 
family. A sign-up sheet will be in the narthex. Join us for 
another evening of good food, warm fellowship, and get in 
the Thanksgiving spirit! 
 

A heartfelt  thank you to the STC Committee  for the deli-
cious cake on October 12th in the celebration of my birth-
day. It was so thoughtful and made the day even more spe-
cial. A milestone birthday is truly a time to celebrate—and 
I’m so grateful to share it with my church family! 
 

Sue Stott 
STC 
 

 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S NEWS  
 

At the October meeting of the Women of the Church 
plans were made for the rest of the year. Please note the 
following dates.  
 

On November 11th, we will have a craft meeting be-
ginning at 11:00 am. Bring a sandwich or meal for 
lunch together at the church after the craft.  
 

The Women of the Church are invited to help pack 
Christmas Shoeboxes with the Youth of the Church on 
Sunday, November 9th at 4 pm. Filling the shoeboxes 
has been a rewarding activity, we would love to have 
your help.  
 

November 25th, Tuesday, starting at 9:30 we will deco-
rate the sanctuary and narthex for Christmas. Menfolk 
are needed to assemble the Christmon tree, so please 
invite our Men of the Church to gather with us.  
 

Mark your calendar for our December meeting on the 
9th at 10:30. We will be preparing plates of cookies for 
our shut-ins. Please bring two dozen cookies to share 
with our church members who are house bound. We 
will go to lunch after preparing these cookie plates; 
restaurant to be decided.  
 
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S PURPOSE - Forgiven 
and freed by God in Jesus Christ and em-
powered by the Holy Spirit, we commit 
ourselves:  to nurture our faith through 
prayer and Bible study, to support the mis-
sion of the church worldwide, to work for 

justice and peace, and to build an inclusive, caring 
community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and witnesses to the promise of God’s 
kingdom. 

Copies of the  
November Tabletalk  

magazine are now 
available in the Nar-
thex. This month’s is-
sue continues to focus 
on major doctrines that 
make up our Christian 
faith. 

November Newsletter Notes from Session 
 

The Session completed its Exit Interview with our 
COM (Committee on Ministry) liaison.  We continue 
to work through the pastoral transition process set forth 
by the COM. 
 

The Session is actively seeking out and interviewing 
candidates for the position of Interim Pastor.     
 

Session voted to approve the 2026 Presbytery Pledge 
Form as sent from the Presbytery.  The Per Capita 
amount is $2744 ($14/member) and the asking amount 
for Shared Missions is $7500 (unchanged from last 
year). 
 
Next Stated Session Meeting:  Thursday, November 
20th at 3:30 PM  

Property Committee 
 

Our property meetings will be 
held at 5:00 pm on the second 
Thursday of each month starting 
in November.  



 

 

November 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

9 am Sunday 
School 
9:30 am Choir 
10 am Worship 
 
4 pm Prayer 
Service 

 

3 

 

 

3-4:30 pm 
Community 
Bible Study 

4 5 

10 am Men's Bible 
Study  
 
 
6 pm AA 12 Step 
6 pm Choir 

6 

10:30 am Bible 
Study /
Fellowship Hall 
10 am Prayer 
Shawl 

7 8 

9 

9 am Sunday 
School 
9:30 am Choir 
10 am Worship 
 
4pm Shoebox 
Packing Party 

10 

 

 

3-4:30 pm 
Community 
Bible Study 

11 

Veterans’ Day 

10:30 am 
Women of the 
Church-crafts/
lunch 
 
4 pm Finance 

Mtg  

12 
10 am Men's Bible 
Study  
11 am  
Missions Mtg 
Family Night Din-

ner 5:30 pm 
 

6 pm AA 12 Step 
6 pm Choir 

13 

10:30 am Bible 
Study /
Fellowship Hall 
10 am Quilting 
LC Room 
 
5 pm  Property 

14 15 

16 
9 am Sunday 
School 
9:30 am Choir 
10 am Worship 
 
4 pm Prayer 
Service 

17 

 

 

 

3-4:30 pm 
Community 
Bible Study 

18 19 

10 am Men's Bible 
Study  
 
 
 
 
6 pm AA 12 Step 
6 pm Choir 

20 

10:30  am Bible 
Study /
Fellowship Hall 
10 am Prayer 
Shawl 
 
3:30 Session 

21 22 

8:30 am Meals 
on Wheels 

23 

9 am Sunday 
School 
9:30 am Choir 
10 am Worship 

24 

 

 

 

3-4:30 pm 
Community 
Bible Study 

25 

930 am 
Women of the 
Church-
decorate 
church for Ad-
vent 

 

 

26 

10 am Men's Bible 
Study  
 
 
6 pm AA 12 Step 
6 pm Choir 

27 

Closed 

   Thanksgiving 

28 

Closed 

29 

30 

9 am Sunday 
School 
9:30 am Choir 
10 am Worship 
 
4 pm Prayer 
Service 
 

      



 

 

                                                         

      PRAYER CONCERNS                               

Our Body of Christ 

Trudy Matthews, Janet Casey, Bob Wolfe,  H.C. and 
Wanda Johnston, Ben Faircloth, Allan Nance,  
Bob Obenour, Estelle Link, Jenny King, The Family of 
Clark Pearson 
 

Our Extended Body of Christ 
Kierstan Wildeboer,  Frances George,  Norman Hunt, Kenneth 
Henson, Star M.,   The Family of Diane Steinmetz   (Sue Hebert’s 
sister), The Family of Julie Canaday ( Ted Kalnen’s Cousin) ,  
Mae Omi Mosley, Mark Whitacre, Dawn Boone, Prayers for Bob 
Mullen on the loss of his wife, Kathy, Our Missionaries 

Who to Call …  

Usher Coordinator     Pam Aherne         609-462-6822  

Communion Coordinator Kay Anson    910-297-1976 

Women of the Church     Ellen Allen      910-392-1274   

Funeral Coordinator     Ellen Allen      910-392-1274 

                                       Becky Kalnen      910-616-0015 

Wedding Coordinator     Dottie Stinson    910-409-0207 

Wednesday Church Family Dinners   

                                                   Sue Stott   910-508-5046 

Meals on Wheels    MaryKay Anson        910-297-5679 

Preschool    Christy Bain                           910-262-4557 

Hands 4 Christ Quilting  Becky Kalnen  910-616-0015 

Church Work Day       Mike Edge           910-622-0632 

Sunday School Coordinator    

Prayer Chain/Care Group  Sue Stott   

windermere4prayers@gmail.com 

Flowers for Sanctuary    Carol Pearson         686-0728 

Transportation         Estelle Link            910-233-2393 

Music Director    Candy Williams          910-313-0243 

Family Promise    Angelique  Mathers    910-200-5944 

Prayer Shawl          Dottie Obenour        910-665-0112 

Please sign up    

for  Meals on Wheels     
8:30 a.m.   

November 22, 2025 
 

  Times you can help with  Meals On Wheels 

Saturday—Preparation 7am to 9:30 am 

Packing  - 9:30 am 

Delivery Pickup—10:00 am to 10:30 am 

Contact Person: MaryKay Anson  

Cell (910)297-5679– ansonm1@ yahoo.com 

         
 
 

 Anniversaries 

James & Caitlin Hutchins                  11/12 
Terry & Lynette Thomas                   11/15 
Walter & Betty Griffith                     11/19 
Don & Carolyn Ratliff                       11/19 
Gary & Jennie Galloway                  11/28 
 
Birthdays 
 
 

Dorothy  Obenour                              11/02 
Kay Stowe                                          11/02 
Peter Cerra                                          11/03 
Rea Butler                                           11/05 
Nicolette  Cavanaugh                         11/05 
Fred (Fritz) Rohde                              11/05 
Seth Thomas                                       11/06 
Cristy  Bain                                         11/08 
Madelyn Bradshaw                             11/08 
Bebe Brewton                                     11/19 
Fran King                                            11/22 
Betty  Griffith                                     11/27 
Brenda Whitehurst                              11/28 
Frank H. Lambert                               11/29  
Brian Lubell                                        11/30 
  

Sunday Morning Adult Sunday School Class 
(SALT): 
 
 

There are two adult Sunday School offerings – both of 
them excellent.   

The SALT Seeking Adults Learning Together) class 
meets in the Narthex Library/Study room at 8:45.  It of-
fers a variety of biblical centered DVD series with lively 
discussion included.  Not to oversell it, but this might be 
the greatest Sunday School class since the Apostle 
Paul’s class in Ephesus.  It’s a new month, how about 
joining a new Sunday School Class.   

If not SALT, there is a Lectionary based study led by 
Walt Griffith in the Laura Coley room. Both classes 
have empty chairs and friendly people; and you are 
guaranteed to grow in the Lord from it.  Think about it, 
or just come and try it out! 



 

 

Windermere Presbyterian Church       
104 Windemere Road 
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Telephone: 910-791-5966 
Email: windermere@bizec.rr.com  
Website: www.windermerepres.org. 

November 2025 

Newsletter 

 

Welcome  

to Windermere 

ALL SAINTS DAY 
  

We remember those who have been part of our church 

family and have joined the   

Church Triumphant  since last year: 

 

Nancy Wolfe - November 4, 2024 

Michael “Mike” Saylor – November 14, 2024 

Johnnye Hilliard – November 26, 2024 

 Robert Failing -  December 23, 2024 

Governor “Buddy” Locklear - January 19, 2025 

Billy Ramsey – March 20,  2025 

Susan K. Pierce – June 2, 2025 

Katherine Mullen – July 24, 2025 

Clark Pearson – October 7, 2025 

 

November 2024-2025 

 

 

 

mailto:windermere@bizec.rr.com
http://www.windermerepres.org

