Windermere Presbyterian Church
104 Windemere Road,
Wilmington, NC 28405

November 2022
Newsletter

The Pastor’s Pen
The Bible, Together in 2022
November: Ezekiel 1-48; Daniel 1-7; Hebrews 3-13; James 1-5; 1 Peter 1-5;
2 Peter 1-3; 1 John 1; Psalms 104-119; Proverbs 27-28

This month you will be reading the last two “major” prophets, Ezekiel and Daniel. They are not called “major” prophets
because their writings had any more significance than the others, but rather because they had more length! It could be
helpful to recount our timeline. Isaiah was the prophet who predicted the eventual fall of Jerusalem, but never saw it himself. Jeremiah (whom you read last month) also predicted the fall of Jerusalem and pleaded with Judah and her kings to
repent (they did not), and so Judah was destroyed. Most Jews were taken as captives into Babylon, but Jeremiah was not.
Ezekiel was taken captive into Babylon and as you read through his prophecies it is a recounting of what happened to the
people of Israel and why it happened. There are also hopeful prophecies of God’s restoring of Israel. Daniel is also one of
the Jews who is taken captive. Daniel's book reads somewhat differently than the other major prophets. Daniel’s book is
more stories- driven more clearly by a plot than the other prophets. Daniel’s book is a story of how he and his companions strive to live faithfully in a pagan land (Babylon), though there are some sections that are poetic, prophetic, and even
enigmatic.

In the New Testament you will be finishing Hebrews and beginning what are known as the “catholic” epistles. No, these
books are not exclusive to the Roman Catholic Church; the word “catholic” means general here. These letters were not
addressed to specific persons or churches as the others were, but instead they were written as general letters. The first
will be the letter written by James, the brother of Jesus. This was a difficult letter for the 16th century reformers who
were trying to put emphasis on salvation by faith alone. James writes in his letter, “Man is justified by works, and not by
faith alone.” - James 2:24. What then are we as protestants to say? Well as you read James’ letter carefully I think you
will see that he is in fact trying to make the same point we are but with a different emphasis and context than, say, Martin
Luther had in 1517. The point is the same, and it is this: We are justified by faith alone, but not a faith that is alone. Fa ith
is the only thing that saves, but it also inevitably produces good works.
You will also read Peter’s letters and begin to read John’s. Both of these men were pillars in the early church, because
they were part of Jesus’ inner circle before He ascended into heaven. Nobody in all of human history had a more intimate
understanding of who Jesus was and what he taught in His earthly ministry than Peter and John did. Think about this,
Jesus himself never wrote anything down (at least not that we know of). That means that these two men writing in His
name, as it were, are the closest thing we have to the mind of Jesus as He lived and taught when He was on earth. Now,
that is not me taking away from the other divine inspired writing of scripture. All of the Bible is equally the Word of
God, but these guys, Peter and John, had the unique experience of being shaped by Jesus, the human (and God) man
Himself. They knew his quirks, his sense of humor, the particular teachings he liked to harp on, what He liked to eat for
lunch- and all of those things about Him surely shaped Peter and John to become the men who write these letters. I think
that is something exciting to think about as we read through these letters. Enjoy God’s Word this month.
Grace and Peace, John

November Ushers—Jim Stinson, Dottie Stinson,
Martha Faircloth, Estelle Link
November Liturgists – November 6, Tom Murray;
November 13, Mike Coleman; November 20,
Tom Hebert; November 27, Walt Griffith;
2022 Committees
Clerk of Session: Paul Albritton
Worship – Freyja Lawson, Chair, Gary Galloway,
Elder Liaison
Strengthening the Church – Kay Stowe, Chair,
Janet Coleman, Elder Liaison
Finance – Eli Smith, Chair,
Julia Huntley, Elder Liaison
Property – Bud Townsend, Chair, Mike Edge,
Paul Albritton, Elder Liaison
Christian Education – Jennie Galloway, Chair,
Matthew Coleman, Elder Liaison
Mission & Service—Mike Saylor, Chair,
Bob Stowe is the Elder liaison.
Minister: Rev. John R. Pflug Jr., 910-617-5200,
email: revjohnpflug@gmail.com
Secretary: Fran King, 515-6484,
email: windermere@bizec.rr.com
Music Director: Candace Williams, 791-5966,
email: towerkat_n_mouse@yahoo.com
Pre-School Director: Cristy Bain 791-8290
email: windpreschool@att.net, 791-8290
Nursery: Donna Kaiser, 508-2296
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30 am – 2
Our Missionaries

Windermere Youth Parents and
Grandparents
The Youth group is having a great time. Lots of fun and
fellowship! We have grown each successive Sunday. We
will generally continue to meet Sunday evenings from 6 to
7:30. Also if anyone wants to volunteer to bring food to
youth groups on our normal nights that would be wonderful. We do have a modest budget, so if there are Sundays
where no one volunteers that is okay too!

Grace and Peace, John

to our new members!

Shane & Dorenda Hartley—Campus Crusade,
Wilmington
Outreach Foundation, Iran
Dustin & Sherry Ellington—Antioch Partners
Bret & Mindy Taylor—Interaction International
GEM (La Luz Elementary School)

Identity Statement:
The mission of Windermere Presbyterian
Church is to mutually nurture, support
and encourage one another toward spiritual maturity while reaching out to the community in response to God’s gift of His
Son, Jesus Christ, for the salvation of the
world.

Mission Statement:
Windermere is committed to making disciples who make disciples, and planting
churches that plant churches.

La Luz had much fruit come from the team that came down midJune from Windermere Presbyterian Church out of
Wilmington, NC. The VBS style camp led to families wanting their
children to be enrolled at La Luz . Class sizes have grown and new
classrooms have been added to the school; however, there is still
a need for more space for students to learn comfortably as the
school continues to grow.
Please join us in praying that the Lord will continue to provide for
the school in this way.

MUSIC NOTES
from Candy Williams
CANTATA
“A Noel Celebration” created by Lloyd Larson will be
presented on Sunday morning, December 18. Our Windermere choir will be joined with friends and orchestra
with David Williams, conducting. Narrators from the
congregation will enact parts of observers with introductions and a sermon delivered by Pastor John.
Music includes familiar tunes and carols in joyful settings. We are blessed to have a wonderful large orchestra
of musicians engaged for this presentation. Donations to
the Special Music Fund are requested to help us fund the
cantata, as this performance is not covered from the annual church budget. That is also the case with the Palm
Sunday Cantata and Patriotic Concerts. Singers are welcome to join us in rehearsals on Wednesday evenings
6:00 p.m. Please mark your calendars and invite friends.
Donations should be designated for the Special Music
Fund. Your questions and suggestions are appreciated.
Thank you!

Candy Williams, Music Director and Organist.
(910-313-0243 home; 910-470-2257
mobile; towercat_n_mouse@yahoo.com).

Preschool Pumpkin Contest!

FREE! Anyone interested in the green chairs,
formerly in the Fellowship Hall, please contact
Mike Edge or Bud Townsend
of the Property Committee.

ALL SAINTS DAY
We remember those who have been part of our church
family and have joined the
Church Triumphant since last year:
Jeannette Ramsey November 28, 2021
Doris Erkes January 17, 2022
Margaret Hill February 24, 2022
Stephen Barone March 21, 2022
Mary Beth Krywy May 30, 2022
Diane Stevens May 3, 2022
Warren Stevenson May 28, 2022
Bruce Failing June 23, 2022
Mary McLeod September 4, 2022

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S NEWS
Women of the Church will meet Tuesday, November 8 at 10:30 AM. in the Fellowship Hall. All
women are invited and encouraged to come. We
will discuss pages 19-48 in our study book.
Decorating the church will be done on November
22nd at 9:30. We need lots of women and men to
get everything ready for the beginning of Advent. Please put it on your calendar!
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S PURPOSE - Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ
and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we
commit ourselves: to nurture our faith
through prayer and Bible study, to support the mission of the church worldwide, to work for justice and peace, and
to build an inclusive, caring community of women
that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA)
and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom.

Family Promise Coordinator
After 26 years Walt Griffith will be stepping down
at the end of the year as Windermere's Family
Promise (Interfaith) Coordinator. Walt has been
Windermere's only coordinator since the inception
of this ministry in 1996. We are grateful for Walt's
direction, work and dedication to this wonderful
program through the years.
Moving forward, Angelique Mathers has agreed to
become Windermere's new Family Promise Coordinator effective 1/1/23 and has been approved by
Session. Windermere will be in good hands with
Angelique at the helm. She will be an effective and
excellent leader in her new role.
Thanks be to God.

Transportation Angels
I would like to thank everyone
that have offered to drive our
church
members/family
to
church, doctor appointments,
and any other need for the last
few years. We haven’t updated
our list of drivers since COVID
and would like to give you the
opportunity to sign up to
transport our “angels”. There
will be a sign up sheet in the
narthex for you to leave your name and contact
information or if you would like to speak with me
about this opportunity, please give me a call or see
me at church. Thanks for your help and May God
Bless You!
In Christ, Estelle Link—910-233-2393

The Jill Casey Memorial Library
There truly is so much to be thankful for in
November. We get to honor veterans and vote
for our nation’s leaders. Another important
day, November 9, is World Adoption Day.
Adopting a child is one of the most selfless things a family
can do. Thank you Pastor John, Brittany and Emma for
providing a forever family to two precious children. We are
so blessed to have you as our shepherd here at Windermere Pres.
HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Marilyn Lobough, Librarian

The Windermere Men’s Bible Study
is starting a new study – the book of Lamentations! Don’t know much about it? Well
this is the study for you. There is plenty of
room for more men – young, old, righthanded, left-handed; you name it you’re welcome! The only requirement is a desire to
grow in the Lord through the study of His Word, by reading
and sharing our thoughts with one other. Interested in a good
book? – try the Good Book. The group meets on Wednesday
mornings at 10:00 in the Laura Coley room.
Please sign up for
Meals
on Wheels
9:30 a.m. November 26, 2022

OPPORTUNITY AT LA LUZ
The Mission and Service Committee
has been approached by anonymous members of the congregation
who have offered to match contributions from the congregation up to
$5000 to go toward the building of an
additional classroom at GEM's La Luz
School. La Luz will have almost 100 students this school year
and it is in dire need of additional space. The M&S Committee has recommended holding a campaign during the month
of October to raise funds toward this goal. Their recommendation has been approved by the Session and the campaign
will be announced on Sunday, October 2. This opportunity is
truly a blessing and, God willing, $10000 would cover the
entire cost of the classroom.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

All Saint’s Day

6
9 a.m. Sunday
School
9:30 a.m. Choir
10 a.m. Worship

7
10:30 am
Bible Study

8

10 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study/
Laura Coley Rm
5:30 Thanksgiving
Meal
6 p.m. AA 12 Step/
Narthex
6:30 p.m. Choir
9

10 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Women of the Church / Men’s Bible Study/
Laura Coley Rm
Fellowship Hall
1– 3 p.m. Quilting

6-7 :30 p.m.
Youth
13
9 a.m. Sunday
School
9:30 a.m. Choir
10 a.m. Worship
Congregational
Mtg
6-7 :30 p.m.
Youth
20
9 a.m. Sunday
School
9:30 a.m. Choir
10 a.m. Worship

7 p.m.
Bible Study

14

6 pm Men of the
Church
6-7 :30 p.m.
Youth

15

10:30 a.m.
Bible Study

10:30 a.m.
Bible Study

22
Decorate the Church
9:30 a.m.

11:45 a.m.
Worship Comm.

10:30 a.m.
Bible Study
11:45 a.m.
Worship Comm.
7 p.m.
Bible Study

16

6 p.m. AA 12 Step/
Fellowship Hall
6 p.m. Choir

7 p.m.
Bible Study
21

6 p.m. AA 12 Step/
Fellowship Hall
6 p.m. Choir

10 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study/
Laura Coley Rm

11:45 a.m.
Worship Comm.

6 p.m. Men of the
church
7 p.m.
6-7 :30 p.m.
Bible Study
Youth
27
28
9 a.m. Sunday
School
9:30 a.m. Choir
10 a.m. Worship

12 noon Deacon Mtg.

23
10 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study/
Laura Coley Rm
6 p.m. Choir
6 p.m. AA 12 Step/
Fellowship Hall

29

30
10 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study/
Laura Coley Rm
6 p.m. Choir
6 p.m. AA 12 Step/
Fellowship Hall

Thanksgiving
Day

26
9;30 a.m. Meals
on Wheels

PRAYER CONCERNS
Our Body of Christ
Trudy Matthews, Allan Nance, Garland Sykes,
Dave Allen, Jane Beck, Brian Mulvey, Jenny King ,
Mary Kowal
Our Extended Body of Christ—Alex Zoltek, Frances George,
Mary Hunt Summerlin, Norman Hunt, Juanita Huckaba,
Our Missionaries

November Anniversaries

Terry & Lynette Thomas
Buddy & Brenda Locklear
Gary & Jennie Galloway
Walt & Betty Griffith

11/15
11/16
11/28
11/19

November Birthdays

Who to Call …

Usher Coordinator Pam Aherne
609-462-6822
Communion Coordinator Ellen Allen
617-4910
Women of the Church Elizabeth Albritton 799-4271
Ellen Allen
392-1274
Men of the Church
Funeral Coordinator
Ellen Allen
392-1274
Wedding Coordinator Dottie Stinson
409-0207
Wednesday Family Dinners Kaye Stowe
704-473-4448
Meals on Wheels Michael Coleman
262-8771
Preschool Christy Bain
Hands 4 Christ Quilting Becky Kalnen
799-9612
Church Work Day
Mike Edge
910-622-0632
Sunday School Coordinator
Gary & Jennie Galloway
313-0707
Prayer Chain/Care Group Sue Stott
prayers4windermere@gmail.com
Flowers for Sanctuary Carol Pearson
686-0728
Transportation
Estelle Link
910-233-2393
Transportation Angels Estelle Link 910-233-2393/319-7402
Preschool News—Happy November
"Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give
Thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will
of God." (1 Thessalonians 5:8)
The season of Thanksgiving is upon us and we have so much to
be thankful for here at Windermere Presbyterian Preschool.
Beautiful weather, smiling faces each morning, awesome families, amazing teachers, and a church that supports the mission
of our preschool. The month of November also brings Veterans
Day, which reminds us to be thankful for the men and women
who have sacrificed so much for our freedom.
This month our weekly themes are Families, Nutrition, and
Thanksgiving. Our community helper is a chef, and the fruit of
the spirit is Peace. Each class will have a simple Thanksgiving
celebration.
Blessings and Peace to all for a Happy November,
Cristy Bain

Skyleigh Allen
Kay Stowe
Peter Cerra
Terri Evans
Marie Butler
Fred (Fritz) Rohde
Seth Thomas
Morgan Hiatt
Ren Holt
Monika Savage
Bebe Brewton
Kerry Wooding
Fran King
Michael Saylor
Betty Griffith
Alice Bryant

11/02
11/02
11/03
11/04
11/05
11/05
11/06
11/12
11/13
11/17
11/19
11/20
11/22
11/22
11/27
11/29

Hands for Christ Quilting
2nd Wednesday—1 to 3:00 p.m.

Quilts are given to the kids at Coastal Horizons Emergency Youth Shelter. The Shelter
provides a home-like setting for kids, ages 618, when they are removed from their home
due to abuse or neglect. They stay until the
courts decide if they can return to their parents or to a relative or foster care.

Strengthening the Church Committee

Session News:

November Family Night on Wednesday November 2 at
5:30 p.m. will be our traditional Thanksgiving fare. Please
join us with one of your favorite Thanksgiving side dishes
to share as we enjoy fellowship and good food with our
church family. Turkey, Cranberry sauce rolls and beverages
will be provided by the Strengthening the Church Committee. We have so many good cooks in our congregation,
can’t wait!
December Family Night on December 14 at 5:30 p.m. will
be catered by Smithfield Barbecue. The menu will include
Fried chicken, barbecue pork and variety of sides served
buffet style. Also we will be placing a Christmas tree in the
Fellowship Hall so please bring an ornament or two to decorate the tree, making it a true Windermere Family Tree.
Since we are using a caterer for this meal we will need to
have a “guaranteed sign-up” meaning you need to pay even
if you are unable to attend. Your cost will be $6.00 adults
and $3.00 for children under 12. Strengthening the church
will cover the additional cost.

Approved Joy Gift Offering for Sunday, December 4. No
lunch following due to planned Family dinner that week
Approved Family Dinner (either Thursday 12/8 or Friday
12/9 – STC committee to decide which). Not to be held
on Wednesday night due to choir practicing for Cantata.
Plans right now are for a catered dinner and a possible
Christmas program put on by the children.
Approved request from the Property Committee to purchase 150 folding chairs paid from the Building Fund. A
request for donations to help replenish the building fund
can be held at a later date. The cost is $24.98 apiece for
$3,747.00 plus sales tax of $262.29 for a total of
$4,009.29 (the sales tax will be refunded to the church
later).
Approved the appointment of Angelique Mathers the
new Windermere Coordinator of Family Promise effective 1/1/23 when Walt Griffith is stepping down after 26
years of service.
Approved Pastor John’s request to take off November 20
through November 26. Since November 24 is a Holiday
(Thanksgiving) and November 25 and 26 are a Friday
and Saturday which are his normal days off, he will be
taking 4 vacation days. Rev. Tom Murray will preach in
November 20.
Called a Congregation meeting for Sunday, November
13, 2022, to elect Gary Galloway and Diedre Wood as
Elders for the class of 2025 and Jennie Galloway, Eli
Smith and Kerry Wooding as Deacons for the class of
2024.
Considering the current financial status, it was determined that it would be prudent to wait until the end of
the year before working on the budget for 2023. The rationale for this decision is that having the year-end giving results are necessary to being able to estimate the
2023 revenues which are necessary to establish the 2023
spending budget. Deacons and Elders will hold a joint
budget meeting on Saturday, February 4, 2023, at 10:00
a.m.

November 2
Turkey Pot Luck
Wednesday 5:30 p.m.

December 14
Smithfield BarBQ
Wednesday 5:30 p.m.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
(Shoebox Ministry)
It is time once again for Operation Christmas Child, the annual Samaritan's Purse project that provides needy children around the world with shoeboxes at
Christmas filled with small toys, hygiene items and
school supplies as a means of reaching out to them with
the Good News of Jesus Christ. The shoeboxes are delivered to children affected by war, natural disaster, famine
and disease. The COVID-19 global pandemic continues
to disrupt life for millions of people around the world so
children need joy and hope through the Gospel of Jesus
Christ now more than ever. Windermere will have shoeboxes available for pickup in the Narthex beginning on
Sunday, October 23. The boxes will need to be returned
to the church no later than Sunday, November 13. If anyone willing to participate in this project is unable to pick
up a box at the church please contact the church office
and someone from the Mission & Service Committee
will deliver/pick up your box(es).
Samaritan's Purse will again offer the option of building a
shoebox online. This is a great option and in a few easy
clicks you can select the gender, age group and items for
your shoebox. Your shoebox will be packed and shipped
for you...all for $25! A special link to
the Windermere Build A Box website will be provided
via email and Facebook in mid October. As always,
thank you for your support of this wonderful ministry.

Sunday School
9:00 a.m.
Children’s Church
and
Worship 10:00 a.m.
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Welcome
to
Windermere

From: Windermere Presbyterian Church

